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Kitakyushu City 
Celebrates 
Seventh Year of 
Eco-town Style

The Kitakyushu City government has once again concluded 
another successful Eco-style town festival on 20-21 October in 
Kokura, Kitakyushu City. Now on its seventh year, this annual 
event is organised by the City Government of Kitakyushu to 
promote education and environmental awareness at the local level. 
This is also an opportunity to evaluate the public’s understanding on 
issues related to environmental management including policies and 
activities initiated by the City of Kitakyushu.”

A number of private companies, industries, universities, NGOs and 
international organizations have all gathered to join this two-day 
event. The Institute for Global Environmental Strategies through 
the Kitakyushu Initiative for a Clean Environment was also present 
to promote the programme and its activities. Through the efforts of 
the Kitakyushu Initiative Network Secretariat, recycled products 
like bags, sandals and camera holders from Surabaya City, Indonesia 
were exhibited in the event. This activity was held in cooperation 
with the Unilever Peduli Foundation, Indonesia. 

The importance of lifestyle change to prevent the impacts of global 
warming was the common theme of local NGOs and private 
companies. Also in the festival, deposit systems for table wares 
used for eating were initiated to inspire environmental awareness. 
Each organisation posted a panel to show different eco-life ideas for 
home, region and society. A variety of practical eco-life styles in 
recycling and waste reduction, energy saving, public transportation, 
nature conservation, and promoting local production for local 
consumption were also introduced.

There were about 130,000 people in and around Kitakyushu City 
who supported and joined this event.

Y o u r  g a t e w a y  t o  a  c l e a n  e n v i r o n m e n t

In an act to acknowledge the efforts made by 
the ASEAN member countries in promoting 
environmental sustainability, ten cities 
received the first ASEAN Environmentally 
Sustainable Cities award on 8 October 2008 
at Hanoi, Viet Nam.

Two network member cities of the 

Kitakyushu Initiative for a Clean Environ- 
ment received the coveted award and these 
are Puerto Princesa City, Philippines and 
Bangkok City, Thailand. Other awardees 
include Temburong District (Brunei 
Darussalam), Municipality of Phnom Penh 
(Cambodia), Palembang City (Indonesia), 
Luang Prabang District (Lao PDR), North 

Kuching City Hall (Malaysia), Taungyi City 
(Myanmar), South West Community 
Development Council (Singapore) and Ha 
Long City (Viet Nam).

“Each awardee -city tells a compelling story 
of how it has placed environment and nature 
at the core of city planning, the challenges it 
faced, and its resolve to ensure the city 
remains environmentally sustainable as it 
develops and modernizes. Their ability to 
successfully focus on the sustainability of 
their environment provides an experiential 
model that other cities can emulate,”           
Dr. Surin Pitsuwan – the ASEAN Secretary 
general said.

The ASEAN Ministers of Environment met 
on 8 October 2008 on the occasion of the 
11th Informal ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
on the Environment, and the 4th Meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties to the ASEAN 
Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution. They have all agreed to give 
priority to “environmental sustainable cities”  
to address the challenges brought by 
urbanisation and other related environ- 
mental issues. 

Honourable Mayor Kenji Kitahashi of Kitakyushu City
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Two Kitakyushu Initiative Network 
Members Receive ASEAN Environmentally 
Sustainable Cities Award
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Kitakyushu City Officials at the formal kick-off of the Eco-town Style event.

Recycled products from Surabaya City, Indonesia

IGES booth at the Eco-town Style event.

Delegates of the 11th Informal ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Environment (Photo courtesy of ASEAN)

10-12 March

20-21 April              National Conference on Solid Waste Management, Bago City, Philippines

    January  Site Visit and Monitoring: Jakarta, Surabaya and Bali, Indonesia

   February  Site Visit and Monitoring: Bago City, Philippines

                   Workshop-Training on Organic Waste Composting: Resource Recovery for a Sustainable Solid Waste 
                                            Management, Bangkok, Thailand

KI Secretariat in Action!
Activities

Environment Section
Environment and Sustainable
Development Division, UNESCAP
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The Kitakyushu Initiative for a Clean Environment, a programme of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP), was adopted at the 4th Ministerial Conference on Environmant and Development in Asia and the Pacific in 2000. The Kitakyushu Initiative
has mandated to achieve measurable progress in improvement of the environment in Cities in the Asia-Pacific region and focuses on the sharing of
experiences to improve the urban environment.




